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SOCIAL WORK CREDENTIALING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Friday, October 12, 2012 

    
Members Present: Doug Mitchell, Stephen Lankton, Cedric Davis 
 
Members absent:  Gary Robbins, Kathryn Sinnott 
 
Staff Present:  Patricia Reynolds, Deputy Director, Debra Rinaudo, Executive Director, Mary Wilson, 

Elma Brambila 
    
1.     Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order on October 12, 2012, at 9:00 a.m. with Mr. Mitchell presiding. 
   

2.     Roll Call 
See above. 
 

3.    Review and Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Lankton moved, seconded by Mr. Mitchell, to approve the general meeting minutes from the September 14, 
2012, meeting as amended.  The motion passed unanimously.   
 

4. Review, consideration and action of complaints and other disciplinary matters 
Pending complaints represent unproven allegations.  On investigation, many complaints are found to be without merit or 
not of sufficient seriousness to merit disciplinary action against the licensee and are dismissed.  Except as provided by 
A.R.S. §§32-3281(D)(1) and 32-3281(E), action by the committee on all disciplinary matters is a recommendation only.  All 
final decisions are made by the Board. 
 

A. 2012-0117, Brent Case, LPC-12277 
Ms. Reynolds summarized the results of the investigation. 

 
The complainant was properly noticed, but did not appear. 
 
The professional and his attorney, Neil Harrington, appeared in person. 
 
The professional’s attorney, Larry Cohen, appeared telephonically. 

 
Following review and discussion by members, Mr. Lankton moved, seconded by Dr. Davis, to recommend to 
the Board to find the following violations: 
 

 A.R.S. §32-3251(12)(l), any conduct, practice or condition that impairs the ability of the licensee 
to safely and competently practice 

 A.R.S. §32-3251(12)(k) , any conduct or practice that is contrary to recognized standards of ethics, 
as it relates to: 
o The ACA Code of Ethics A.5.c nonprofessional interactions or relationships 
o The ACA Code of Ethics A.5.d potentially beneficial interactions 

 A.R.S. §32-3251(12)(b), the use of fraud or deceit in connection with rendering services as a 
licensee 

 A.R.S. §32-3251(12)(c )(ii), any oral or written misrepresentation of a fact by a licensee in 
statements provided during an investigation or disciplinary proceeding 

 
The motion passed unanimously. 
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Following further discussion, Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Lankton, to recommend to the Board to accept 
a consent agreement that stipulates the following: 
 

 The professional’s license shall be placed on probation for 12 months 
 The professional shall work only at any agency licensed by the office of Behavioral Health 

Licensure 
 The professional shall complete a pre-approved 3-semester credit hour graduate level course in 

behavioral health ethics 
 The professional shall complete the 6-clock hour NASW Staying Out of Trouble class or its pre-

approved equivalent 
 The professional shall receive clinical supervision weekly from a pre-approved independently 

licensed behavioral health professional 
 The clinical supervision shall focus on boundary issues, proper documentation, professional role 

and attitude toward authority 
 The clinical supervisor shall submit quarterly reports 

 

The motion passed unanimously. 
 

B. 2011-0006, Eric Cuestas-Thompson, LCSW-10502 and LISAC-10713 
Ms. Reynolds summarized the results of the investigation. 

 
The complainant was properly noticed, but did not appear. 
 
The professional appeared in person and addressed the committee. 
 
Following review and discussion by members, Mr. Lankton moved, seconded by Dr. Davis, to recommend to 
the Board to dismiss the complaint.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
C. David Jensen, LMSW applicant 
Ms. Reynolds summarized the results of the investigation. 

 
The applicant appeared in person and addressed the committee. 
 
Following review and discussion by members, Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Mitchell, to open a complaint 
and find the following violations: 
 

 A.R.S. §32-3251(12)(c )(i), any oral or written misrepresentation of a fact by an applicant 
attempting to secure a license 

 A.R.S. §32-3251(12)(l), any conduct, practice or condition that impairs the ability of the 
behavioral health professional to safely and competently practice 

 

and to recommend to the Board to deny the license based on a finding of unprofessional conduct pursuant to 
A.R.S. §32-3275.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
D. 2011-0009, Arline Lemeshewsky, LCSW-3634 
Ms. Reynolds summarized the results of the investigation. 

 
The complainant was properly noticed, but did not appear. 
 
The professional appeared in person and addressed the committee. 
 
Following review and discussion by members, Mr. Lankton moved, seconded by Mr. Mitchell, to recommend to 
the Board to find the following violations: 
 

 A.R.S. §32-3251(12)(k), any conduct  or practice that constitutes a danger to the health, welfare or 
safety of a client 

 A.R.S. §32-3251(12)(l), any conduct, practice or condition that impairs the ability of the licensee 
to safely and competently practice 

 
 



H:/2012 minutes/Social Work/October                               *Behavioral health patients are identified by initials only 

 
 
 
 

 A.R.S. §32-3251(12)(p), failing to conform to minimum practice standards as developed by the 
Board, as it relates to: 
o A.A.C. R4-6-1101, consent for treatment 
o A.A.C. R4-6-1103, client record 

 

The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Following further discussion, Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Lankton, to recommend to the Board to accept 
a consent agreement with the following stipulations: 
 

 The professional’s license shall be placed on probation for 12 months 
 The professional shall complete the NASW Staying Out of Trouble course or its pre-approved 6-

clock hour equivalent 
 The professional shall complete a pre-approved 3-semester credit hour in-person graduate level 

course in assessment and diagnosis 
 The professional shall complete a pre-approved 6-clock hour course in behavioral health 

documentation and billing 
 The professional shall meet with a practice monitor monthly focusing on recordkeeping, billing, 

and diagnosis 
 The practice monitor shall do an audit of the practice and submit a plan and submit quarterly 

reports 
 

The motion passed unanimously. 
 

E. 2011-0025, Chelsie Reed, LPC-12936 
Ms. Reynolds summarized the results of the investigation. 

 
The complainant was properly noticed, but did not appear. 
 
The professional and her attorney, Neil Harrington, appeared in person. 
 
The professional’s attorney, Larry Cohen, appeared telephonically. 
 
Following review and discussion by members, Mr. Lankton moved, seconded by Mr. Mitchell, to uphold the 
findings by the Counseling Credentialing Committee at its July 27, 2012, meeting.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Following further discussion by members, Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Lankton, to recommend to the 
Board to accept a consent agreement that stipulates the following: 
 

 The professional’s license shall be placed on probation for 12 months 
 The professional shall complete 6-clock hours of continuing education in ethics and clinical 

documentation 
 The professional shall receive clinical supervision one hour per 40 hours worked from a pre-

approved independently licensed clinical supervisor experienced in sex therapy 
 The clinical supervisor shall submit quarterly reports 
 The clinical supervision shall focus on the professional’s enhancement of the most troublesome 

and difficult to control aspects of her practice (treatment management especially as it relates to 
difficult clients) and clinical documentation and ethics 

 The professional can submit any continuing education she completed after the complaint was filed 
for consideration to meet stipulations of this consent agreement 

 

The motion passed unanimously. 
 

F. 2013-0016, Bruce Somers, RLMFT-15041 and LMFT applicant 
Ms. Reynolds summarized the results of the investigation. 

 
 The professional’s attorney, Larry Cohen, appeared telephonically. 
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Following review and discussion by members, Mr. Lankton moved, seconded by Dr. Davis, to recommend to 
the Board to find the following violations: 
 

 A.R.S. §32-3251(12)(ii), violating any federal or state law applicable to the practice of behavioral 
health, as it relates to: 

o A.R.S. §32-3286, except as prescribed in A.R.S. §32-3271, a person not licensed pursuant to 
this chapter shall not engage in the practice of behavioral health 

 A.R.S. §32-3251(12)(d), any false, fraudulent or deceptive statement connected with the practice of 
behavioral health 

 A.R.S. §32-3251(12)(c)(i), any oral or written misrepresentation of a fact by a licensee to secure or 
attempt to secure the issuance or renewal of a license 

 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Following further discussion, Mr. Mitchell moved, seconded by Dr. Davis, to recommend to the Board to accept 
a consent agreement for the voluntary surrender of the professional’s RLMFT license, including a paragraph 
that states the professional does not agree but acknowledges the Board has evidence to prove the findings in 
court.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Mitchell, to recommend to the Board to deny the LMFT application based 
on a finding of unprofessional conduct.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
G. 2012-0127, Gary Straus, LCSW-3663 
Ms. Reynolds summarized the results of the investigation. 
 
The professional appeared telephonically and addressed the committee.   
 
Following review and discussion by members, Mr. Lankton moved, seconded by Dr. Davis, to recommend to 
the Board to find the following violations: 
 

 A.R.S. §32-3251(12)(k), any conduct or practice that constitutes a danger to the health, welfare or 
safety of a client 

 A.R.S. §32-3251(12)(l), any conduct, practice or condition that impairs the ability of the licensee 
to safely and competently practice 

 

 The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Following further discussion by members, Mr. Lankton moved, seconded by Mr. Mitchell, to recommend to the 
Board to accept a consent agreement that stipulates the following: 
 

 The professional’s license shall be on probation  
 The professional shall not practice until medically cleared by his doctor and receives Board permission 
 The professional shall receive clinical supervision focusing on boundaries, ethical decision making and 

the professional role and attitude toward authority 
 The clinical supervision shall be weekly with the supervisor submitting quarterly reports 
 The clinical supervisor shall be independently licensed and pre-approved by the committee chair or its 

designee 
 

The motion passed unanimously. 
 
5.    Report from the Chair and items for review, consideration, and possible action 

No report 
 
6.    Report from the Executive Director and/or staff 

A. General Agency Operations 
No report. 
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B. Discussion regarding application review process requirements 

 No report. 
 

C. Update regarding proposed rule changes by Division of Behavioral Health Services 
Ms. Rinaudo provided information regarding the proposed rule changes.  

  
D. Training regarding dismissal of complaints pursuant to A.R.S. §32-3281(D)(1) 
Ms. Rinaudo provided information regarding the committee’s authority to dismiss certain types of complaints 
and explained the process for this action. 

 
7. Board, Committee and Subcommittee reports (discussion and possible action) 
 None 

 
8. National and regional trends and news regarding the profession(s) 

None 
 

The committee took a break at 11:32 a.m., reconvening its public meeting at 11:54 a.m. 
 

9. Review, consideration and action of supervision/work experience and/or exemptions 
A. Sophia Krell (Lisa Blyth, LPC) 
Members reviewed information submitted in support of the request for a supervisor exemption. 
 
Following review and discussion, Mr. Mitchell moved, seconded by Dr. Davis, to approve the supervisor 
exemption request for a maximum of 75 hours to be acquired from Lisa Blyth, LPC. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
B. Courtney Nitschke (Edward Lovejoy, PhD) 
Members reviewed information submitted in support of the request for a supervisor exemption. 

 
Following review and discussion, Mr. Mitchell moved, seconded by Dr. Davis, to approve the supervisor 
exemption request for hours acquired from Edward Lovejoy, PhD. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
C. Ruth Claire Weintraub (Jill Killeen, LPC) 
Members reviewed information submitted in support of the request for a supervisor exemption. 

 
Following review and discussion, Mr. Mitchell moved, seconded by Dr. Davis, to approve the supervisor 
exemption request for hours acquired from Jill Killeen, LPC. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
D. Christian Sanders (Ella Cook, LPC) 
Members reviewed information submitted in support of the request for a supervisor exemption. 

 
Following review and discussion, Mr. Mitchell moved, seconded by Dr. Davis, to approve the supervisor 
exemption request for hours acquired from Ella Cook, LPC. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
10. Applications for reassessment 

None 
 
11. Review, consideration and action of consent agenda for applications for inactive status and  deficiency 

extension  requests 
Mr. Mitchell moved, seconded by Dr. Davis, to approve the consent agenda as reviewed by Mr. Lankton 
granting inactive status to Lou Ann Darras and Willie Ruth Denard.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

12. Review, consideration and action regarding exam accommodations, exam extensions and inactive 
extensions 
A. Wendy Walker-Bowers, exam extension request 

Members reviewed information in support of the request for an exam extension. 
 
Following review and discussion by members, Mr. Mitchell moved, Dr. Davis, to deny the request for an exam 
extension based on failure to establish good cause pursuant to A.A.C. R4-6-209.  The motion  passed 
unanimously. 
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13. Review, consideration and action regarding applications for licensure 
 

Independent Clinical Supervisor 
Christian Sanders (Anne Blair, LCSW) 
Members reviewed information submitted in support of the independent clinical social worker. 
 
Following review and discussion, Mr. Lankton moved, seconded by Dr. Davis, to recommend to the Board to 
deny the independent clinical supervisor based on the agreement does not provide for the supervisor to have 
unrestricted access to the applicant’s client files, the clients do not sign a release allowing the supervisor access 
to records and the clinical supervision notes do not meet board requirements.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Appeals 
Meleika Wadley 
Members reviewed information submitted in support of the appeal. 
 
The applicant was properly noticed, but did not appear. 
 
Following review and discussion, members agreed the applicant meets minimum licensure requirements. 
 
Ruth Claire Weintraub 
Members reviewed information submitted in support of the appeal. 
 
The applicant was properly noticed, but did not appear. 
 
Following review and discussion by members, Mr. Mitchell moved, seconded by Dr. Davis, to recommend to 
the Board to deny the appeal based on the applicant’s failure to establish supervised work experience that meets 
minimum requirements.  The motion passed unanimously. 
  
Melvin Taylor 
Members reviewed information submitted in support of the appeal. 
 
The applicant appeared in person and addressed the committee. 
 
Following review and discussion by members, Mr. Mitchell moved, seconded by Dr. Davis, to recommend to 
the Board to deny the appeal based on the applicant’s failure to establish supervised work experience that meets 
minimum requirements.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
The committee broke to review files at 2:39 p.m., reconvening its public meeting at 3:35 p.m. 

 

Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Lankton, to recommend to the Board to approve Iris Lesigues as a Licensed 
Bachelor Social Worker upon receipt of a passing score on the required exam and the required license issuance 
fee.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Lankton, to recommend to the Board to approve Robert Zonfrelli as a 
Licensed Master Social Worker upon receipt of the required license issuance fee.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Lankton, to recommend to the Board to approve Barbara Moffitt as a 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker upon receipt of the required license issuance fee.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Lankton, to recommend to the Board to approve Lyn Gerdis as a Reciprocal 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker upon receipt of a favorable fingerprint report and the required license issuance 
fee. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Lankton, to recommend to the Board to approve Daniel Nichols and 
Courtney Nitschke as Licensed Clinical Social Workers upon receipt of a passing score on the required exam 
and receipt of the required license issuance fee.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Lankton, to recommend to the Board to approve the following 13 applicants 
as Licensed Master Social Workers upon receipt of a passing score on the required exam and upon receipt of the 
required license issuance fee: 
 

 Charee Washington Sara Rabago Young Michael Radonski Nancy Roberts 
Kelly Morrison Anne Keyl Kelly Hughes-Halpin Fadzayi White 
Adriana Amaya Bobby Gutierrez Keely Wright Richard Brubaker 
Jacquelyn Ruda    

 

The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Lankton, to recommend to the Board to approve Kammy Willems, Natalie 
Hetzel and Bethany Anderson as Licensed Master Social Workers upon receipt of a favorable fingerprint report 
and the required license issuance fee. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Lankton, to recommend to the Board to deny Christian Sanders and Norma 
Williams-McCarty based on their failure to meet minimum licensure requirements.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  
 

14.  Future agenda items 
 None  
 
15.  Call for public comment    

 No one asked to speak in response to the call for public comment. 
 

 16. Establishment of future meeting date(s) 
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, November 9, 2012, at 9:00 a.m. at 3443 North Central Avenue, 9th 
floor conference room.   

 
17.  Adjournment 

Mr. Mitchell moved, seconded by Dr. Davis, to adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously and the meeting was 
adjourned at 3:37 p.m.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Steve Lankton, Secretary                                                 Date 

 


