
H:/2013 minutes/Social Work/June                                                   *Behavioral health patients are identified by initials only 

  
STATE OF ARIZONA 
BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH EXAMINERS 
3443 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE, SUITE 1700 
PHOENIX,  AZ  85012 
PHONE:  602.542.1882     FAX:  602-364-0890 
Website:  www.az.gov 
Website:  www.azbbhe.us   
E-mail address:  information@azbbhe.us  
 

JANICE K. BREWER                                   DEBRA  RINAUDO 
Governor                            Executive Director 

  
 

SOCIAL WORK CREDENTIALING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Friday, June 14, 2013 

    
Members Present: Doug Mitchell, Stephen Lankton, Cedric Davis, Kathryn Sinnott, Gary Robbins (in at 

9:15) 
 
Staff Present:  Tobi Zavala, Assistant Director, Lynanne Chapman, Board Investigator, Mary Wilson 
    
 
1.     Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order on June 14, 2013, at 9:02 a.m. with Mr. Mitchell presiding. 
   

2.     Roll Call 
See above. 
 

3.    Review and Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Lankton moved, seconded by Ms. Sinnott, to approve the general meeting minutes from the May 10, 2013, 
meeting as submitted.  The motion passed unanimously.  Dr. Davis abstained from the vote. 
 

4. Review, consideration and action of complaints and other disciplinary matters 
Pending complaints represent unproven allegations.  On investigation, many complaints are found to be without merit or 
not of sufficient seriousness to merit disciplinary action against the licensee and are dismissed.  Except as provided by 
A.R.S. §§32-3281(D)(1) and 32-3281(E), action by the committee on all disciplinary matters is a recommendation only.  All 
final decisions are made by the Board. 
 

A. 2012-0059, Robin Byrne, LCSW-11820 
Tabled  
 
B. 2011-0052, Gwynetth Kelly, LMSW-12899 
Mr. Lankton disclosed that he is an assistant professor in the social work program at ASU but there is nothing to 
prevent him from making an unbiased decision in this matter. 
 
Ms. Zavala summarized the results of the investigation. 

 
 The complainant appeared in person and addressed the committee. 
 

The professional appeared in person and addressed the committee. 
 
Following review and discussion by members, Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Ms. Sinnott, to find that the 
complaint is without merit pursuant to A.R.S. §32-3281(D)(1) and remove it from the professional’s complaint 
history pursuant to A.R.S. §32-3281(E).  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

5.    Report from the Chair and items for review, consideration, and possible action 
A. Model Social Work Practice Act 
Members will review the 3 articles and have a telephone meeting to discuss any suggested changes.   
 
B. ASWB Nominations 
Mr. Mitchell moved, seconded by Mr. Lankton, to nominate Dr. Davis for Director at Large.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
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6.    Report from the Executive Director and/or staff 

A. General Agency Operations 
No report. 
 
B. Discussion regarding application review process requirements 

 No report. 
 

C. Discussion regarding paperless system for meeting materials 
Ms. Zavala reminded members to download the files and save them on the desktop so they are accessible if we 
lose internet service in the meeting room. 

 
D. Annual election of Chair and Secretary 
Mr. Lankton moved, seconded by Mr. Robbins, to nominate Mr. Mitchell to continue serving as Chair.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Robbins moved, seconded by Dr. Davis, to nominate Mr. Lankton to continue serving as Secretary.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  
 

7. Board, Committee and Subcommittee reports (discussion and possible action) 
 None 

 
8. National and regional trends and news regarding the profession(s) 

 None 
 

9. Review, consideration and action of supervision/work experience and/or exemptions 
A. Lynn Brimhall (Alexis Alexander, LPC) 
Members reviewed information submitted in support of the request for supervisor exemption. 
 
Following review and discussion, Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Robbins, to approve the request for a 
supervisor exemption.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

10. Applications for reassessment 
None 

 
11. Review, consideration and action of consent agenda for applications for inactive status and  deficiency 

extension  requests 
Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Lanton, to approve the consent agenda as submitted granting inactive status 
to Rosemary Malatchi.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

12. Review, consideration and action regarding exam accommodations, exam extensions and inactive 
extensions 
A. Ralph Gomez, Exam extension request 
Members reviewed information submitted in support of the request for an exam extension. 
 
Mr.  Lankton moved, seconded by Ms. Sinnott, to deny the request for an exam extension based on the 
applicant’s failure to establish good cause.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
13. Review, consideration and action regarding applications for licensure 

 
The committee broke to review files at 9.28 a.m., reconvening its public meeting at 10:15 a.m. 

 

Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Lankton, to recommend to the Board to approve Ashley Steves and Lynn 
Owen as Licensed Bachelor Social Workers upon receipt of a passing score on the required exam and the 
required license issuance fee.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Lankton, to recommend to the Board to approve Sulay Tovar as a Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker upon receipt the required license issuance fee. The motion passed unanimously.  
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Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Lankton, to recommend to the Board to approve Dori Tamagni, Latasha 
Morrison and Betty Thornton Rounds as Licensed Clinical Social Workers upon receipt of a passing score on 
the required exam and receipt of the required license issuance fee.  The motion passed unanimously. 
    
Mr. Robbins moved, seconded by Mr. Lankton, to recommend to the Board to approve the following 23 
applicants as Licensed Master Social Workers upon receipt of a passing score on the required exam and upon 
receipt of the required license issuance fee: 
 

 Desiree Granillo Kelsey Wilkes Julie Jackson Courtney Soderman 
Cara Talton Carla Yazzie Kaitlin Stover Anna-Lise Pratt-Ferguson 
Regina Dunlap Elizabeth Stevens Ashley Knobel Daniel Arteago 
Rebekah Blau Jennifer Premer Amee Vermeire Courtney McCracken 
Brianna Van Echo Caroline David Beverly Knowles Steven Garcia 
Jessica Becher Michelle Nelson Ashley Hodge  

 

The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Dr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Lankton, to recommend to the Board to approve Alison Kachnik, Linda 
Middaugh, Kathryn Rathgeber and Dina Rosengarten as Licensed Master Social Workers upon receipt the 
required license issuance fee. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Mr. Robbins moved, seconded by Mr. Lankton, to recommend to the Board to deny Heather Lahti, Lynn 
Brimhall and Harry Battraw based on their failure to meet minimum licensure requirements.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  
 

14.  Future agenda items 
 None  
 
15.  Call for public comment    

An applicant made the committee aware they were present if there were questions when reviewing the 
application. 
 

 16. Establishment of future meeting date(s) 
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, July 12, 2013, at 9:00 a.m. at 3443 North Central Avenue, 9th floor 
conference room.   

 
17.  Adjournment 

Mr. Mitchell moved, seconded by Mr. Lankton, to adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously and the meeting 
was adjourned at 10:48 a.m.     
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Steve Lankton, Secretary                                                 Date 

 
 
 
 


