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STATE OF ARIZONA 
BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH EXAMINERS 
1740 WEST ADAMS STREET, SUITE 3600 
PHOENIX, AZ  85007 
PHONE:  602.542.1882     FAX:  602.364.0890 
Board Website:  www.azbbhe.us  
Email Address:  information@azbbhe.us 
 

KATIE HOBBS                                                                                   TOBI ZAVALA 
Governor                                                                                                                     Executive Director 
  

BOARD OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH EXAMINERS  
MEETING MINUTES 

January 13, 2023 
    
Members Present: Kimberly Bailey, Robert Charles, Mary Coonrod, Cedric Davis, Patricia Dobratz, Polly Knape, 

Meaghan Kramer (out at 3:17 pm, in at 3:52 pm), Adalesa Meek, Diane Palacios, Mark Shen (in at 
10:18 a.m.), Antwan Trotter 

 
Members Absent:  Leanette Henagan 
    
Staff Present:  Tobi Zavala, Executive Director; Mona Baskin, A.A.G., Erin Yabu, Deputy Director; Jarett Carver, 

Investigations Manager 
 
1.   Call to Order 

A meeting of the Arizona Board of Behavioral Health Examiners was called to order on January 13, 2023 at 9:01 a.m. 
with Ms. Dobratz presiding. 
   

2.    Roll Call 
See above. 
 

3. Minutes:  review, consideration and action 
A. December 9, 2022, general meeting minutes 
Mr. Davis moved, seconded by Ms. Palacios, to approve the general meeting minutes for the December, 9 2022 meeting 
as submitted. The motion passed unanimously. Ms. Meek abstained. 
 
B. December 9, 2022, executive session minutes/agenda item 5.  
Mr. Davis moved, seconded by Ms. Knape, to approve the executive session minutes/agenda item 5 for the December 
9, 2022 meeting as submitted. The motion passed unanimously. Ms. Meek abstained. 
 

4. Consent Agenda:  review, consideration and action 
A. Cases recommended for dismissal 

 
1. 2023-0001, Caryn Bickel, LMFT-15423 
2. 2022-0181, Anthony Bratko, LISAC-11892, LPC-14567 
3. 2022-0183, Anthony Bratko, LISAC-11892, LPC-14567 
4. 2022-0155, Kristi Estrada, LPC-18055 
5. 2022-0151, Shannon Fore, LPC-16320 
6. 2022-0139, Virginia Pierce, LAC-18939 
7. 2023-0045, Erick Rask, LPC-11944 
 
Following discussion, Mr. Davis moved, seconded by Ms. Bailey, to approve the consent agenda items 4(A)(1, 4-
7). The motion passed unanimously.   
 
2. 2022-0181, Anthony Bratko, LISAC-11892, LPC-14567 
Ms. Zavala summarized the Board’s investigation. 
 
The complainant appeared and addressed the Board. 
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The professional and his attorney, Nick Meza, appeared and addressed the Board.  
 
Following discussion, Mr. Davis moved, seconded by Ms. Bailey, to dismiss the complaint. The motion passed 
unanimously.   
 
3. 2022-0183, Anthony Bratko, LISAC-11892, LPC-14567 
Ms. Zavala summarized the Board’s investigation. 
 
The complainant appeared and addressed the Board. 
 
The professional and his attorney, Nick Meza, appeared and addressed the Board.  
 
Following discussion, Mr. Davis moved, seconded by Ms. Bailey, to dismiss the complaint. The motion passed 
unanimously.   

 
B. Cases recommended for dismissal with a letter of concern. 

 
1. 2022-0130, Kevin Jessup, LAC-14006 
2. 2022-0137, Lynda Williams, LPC-20628 
 
Following discussion, Mr. Davis moved, seconded by Ms. Palacios, to approve the consent agenda item 4(B). The 
motion passed unanimously.  

 
C. Cases recommended for release from consent agreements. 

 
1. 2023-0022, Bianca Aguilar, LPC-19772 (active-restricted) 
2. 2022-0173, Lora Sayles, LAC-17707 (active-restricted) 
3. 2022-0172, Lindsay Taylor, LMSW-18558 (active-restricted) 

 
Following discussion, Mr. Davis moved, seconded by Ms. Meek, to approve the consent agenda item 4(C). The 
motion passed unanimously.   
 

D. Cases recommended for opening a complaint and acceptance of a proposed signed non-disciplinary consent 
agreement.  
 
1. Catherine Raymond, LAC Applicant 
2. Cydney Woodson, LAC Applicant 

 
Following discussion, Mr. Davis moved, seconded by Mr. Trotter, to approve the consent agenda item 4(D). The 
motion passed unanimously.   

 
E. Cases recommended for opening a complaint and acceptance of a proposed signed disciplinary consent agreement. 

N/A 
 

F. Cases recommended for opening a complaint and dismissing with a letter of concern. 
 
1. Erin Wright, LAC Applicant 
 
Following discussion, Mr. Davis moved, seconded by Ms. Meek, to approve the consent agenda item 4(F). The 
motion passed unanimously.   

 
G. Cases recommended for acceptance of a proposed signed non-disciplinary consent agreement. 

N/A 
 

The Board took a break at 10:06 a.m., reconvening its public meeting at 10:18 a.m. 
 
5.   Administrative Hearings  

Administrative Hearing Pursuant to A.R.S. §§ 32-3281 and 41-1092.07, the Board will conduct administrative hearings 
or consider related procedural issues in the following matter(s). During the administrative hearing, the Board may go 
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into executive session to discuss confidential records pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(2) or to obtain legal advice 
pursuant to A.R.S. § 38- 431.03(A)(3). 
N/A 

 
6.   Formal Interviews   

A. 2022-0057, Roberto Noperi, LAC-19483 
Ms. Zavala provided a summary of the matter.  
 
The professional and his attorney, Anne McClellan, appeared and addressed the Board.  
 
The professional was sworn in and testified.  
 
Following review and discussion by members, Ms. Palacios moved, seconded by Mr. Trotter, to issue an order for a 
non-disciplinary consent agreement stipulating that the professional complete 3 clock hours of pre-approved 
education in behavioral health documentation and 6 clock hours of the NASW Staying Out of Trouble course or its 
pre-approved equivalent within 12 months. The motion passed unanimously.  
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7. Complaints and other disciplinary matters: review, consideration and action 

A. 2023-0077, Dejaye Botkin-Nagie, LPC-17058 
Ms. Zavala summarized the Board’s investigation.    
 
The complainant was properly noticed, but failed to appear.   
 
The professional was properly noticed, but failed to appear.  
 
Following discussion by members, Mr. Trotter moved, seconded by Ms. Palacios, to accept the signed proposed consent 
agreement for the voluntary surrender of the professional’s license. The motion passed unanimously. Ms. Kramer 
abstained. 
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B. Erik Bracht, LPC Applicant 
Mr. Carver summarized the background information.  

 
The applicant was notified, but failed to appear.    

 
Following review and discussion by members, Ms. Knape moved, seconded by Ms. Bailey, to open a complaint. The 
motion passed unanimously. Ms. Kramer abstained.  
 
Following discussion by members, Ms. Knape moved, seconded by Ms. Coonrod, to find the following violation: 
 

• A.R.S. § 32-3251(16)(v), engaging in any sexual conduct between a licensee and a client or former client 
 
The motion passed unanimously. Ms. Kramer abstained.  
 
Following further discussion, Ms. Knape moved, seconded by Ms. Meek, to deny the application based on a finding of 
unprofessional conduct pursuant to A.R.S. 32-3275(6). The motion passed unanimously. Ms. Kramer abstained. 
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C. Patricia Crockett, LMSW Applicant 
Ms. Zavala summarized the background information.  

 
The applicant appeared and addressed the Board.   
 
Ms. Kramer moved, seconded by Ms. Meek to go into Executive Session pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(2) to 
review records exempt from public inspection. The motion passed unanimously and the Board went into executive 
session at 2:41 pm, reconvening its public meeting at 2:52 pm. 

 
Following review and discussion by members, Mr. Shen moved, seconded by Ms. Henagan, to open a complaint and to 
dismiss the complaint with a letter of concern addressing the importance of self-care. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
D. Taylor Godsil, LASAC Applicant 
Ms. Zavala summarized the background information.  

 
The applicant and her attorney, Joshua Mozell, appeared and addressed the Board.   

 
Following review and discussion by members, Ms. Palacios moved, seconded by Mr. Shen, to open a complaint. The 
motion passed unanimously. Ms. Dobratz recused. 
 
Following discussion by members, Ms. Palacios moved, seconded by Ms. Coonrod, to find the following violation: 
 

• A.R.S. § 32-3251(16)(l), engaging in any conduct, practice or condition that impairs the ability of the licensee 
to safely and competently practice the licensee's profession 

 
The motion passed unanimously. Ms. Dobratz recused.  
 
Following further discussion, Ms. Palacios moved, seconded by Ms. Kramer, to deny the application based on a finding 
of unprofessional conduct pursuant to A.R.S. 32-3275(6). The motion passed unanimously. Ms. Dobratz recused.  
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E. 2022-0160, Susan Hallowell, LPC-0540 
Ms. Zavala summarized the Board’s investigation.  

 
The professional and her attorney, Anne McClellan, appeared and addressed the Board.   
 
Following review and discussion by members, Mr. Shen moved, seconded by Ms. Palacios, to offer the professional a 
non-disciplinary consent agreement stipulating that the professional complete 6 clock hours of the NASW Staying 
Out of Trouble course or its pre-approved equivalent within 12 months. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
F. 2023-0024, Jenna Jarrold, LPC-21172 
Ms. Zavala summarized the Board’s investigation.  

 
The complainant was properly noticed, but failed to appear.  
 
The professional and her attorney, Flynn Carey, appeared and addressed the Board.   
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Following further discussion, Ms. Meek moved, seconded by Ms. Palacios, to offer the professional a non-disciplinary 
consent agreement for completion of the previously registered 24 clock hours in PBI Boundaries course, and if not 
signed, to invite the professional to participate in a formal interview and, if not accepted to remand the matter to a formal 
hearing. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
G. 2022-0150, Roland Machlowski, LPC-17410 
Mr. Carver summarized the Board’s investigation.  

 
The complainant was properly noticed, but failed to appear.   
 
The professional appeared and addressed the Board.   

 
Following discussion by members, Ms. Meek moved, seconded by Ms. Kramer, to find the following violations: 
 

• A.R.S. § 32-3251(16)(k), engaging in any conduct or practice that is contrary to recognized standards of ethics 
in the behavioral health profession or that constitutes a danger to the health, welfare or safety of a client as it 
relates to the following section of the ACA Code of Ethics: 

o H.4.b. Professional Boundaries in Distance Counseling 
• A.R.S. § 32-3251(16)(l), engaging in any conduct, practice or condition that impairs the ability of the licensee 

to safely and competently practice the licensee's profession 
• A.R.S. § 32-3251(16)(m), engaging or offering to engage as a licensee in activities that are not congruent with 

the licensee's professional education, training or experience 
• A.R.S. § 32-3251(16)(p), failing to conform to minimum practice standards as developed by the board as it 

relates to: 
o A.A.C. R4-6-1101, Consent for Treatment 
o A.A.C. R4-6-1102, Treatment Plan 
o A.A.C. R4-6-1103, Client Record 

• A.R.S. § 32-3251(16)(q), failing or refusing to maintain adequate records of behavioral health services provided 
to a client 

 
The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Following further review, Ms. Meek moved, seconded by Ms. Knape, to offer a consent agreement that stipulates the 
following: 

 
• The applicant shall be placed on probation for 24 months 
• The applicant shall complete pre-approved continuing education in: 

o 3 clock hours in childhood trauma 
o 6 clock hours in working with adolescents 
o 6 clock hours in clinical documentation 
o 6 clock hours of the NASW Staying Out of Trouble course or its pre-approved equivalent 
o 6 clock hours in telehealth 

• The professional shall receive clinical supervision twice monthly from a pre-approved independently licensed 
behavioral health professional for 12 months. The frequency for the remaining time will be at the 
recommendation of the clinical supervisor, but not less than once monthly 

• Clinical supervision shall focus on seeking consultation, boundaries, behavioral health ethics, documentation, 
working with adolescents, and Board statutes and rules 

 
and if not signed, to invite the professional to participate in a formal interview and, if not accepted to remand the matter 
to a formal hearing. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 Kimberly 

Bailey 
Robert 
Charles 

Mary 
Coonrod 

Cedric 
Davis 

Patricia 
Dobratz 

Leanette 
Henagan 

Polly 
Knape 

Meaghan 
Kramer 

Adalesa 
Meek 

Diane 
Palacios 

Mark 
Shen 

Antwan 
Trotter 

AYE X X X X X  X X X X X X 
NAY             
Absent      X       

 



Page 6 of 10 

H. 2023-0073, Jessica Martin, LCSW-16341 
Ms. Zavala summarized the Board’s investigation.  

 
The professional’s attorney, Flynn Carey, appeared and addressed the Board.   

 
Following review and discussion by members, Ms. Bailey moved, seconded by Ms. Knape, to accept the signed 
consent agreement for the voluntary surrender of the professional’s license. The motion passed unanimously. 
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The Board took a break at 12:06 p.m., reconvening its public meeting at 12:43 p.m. 

 
I. 2023-0100, Brenda Parker, LAC-20448 
Ms. Zavala summarized the Board’s investigation.  
 
The complainant was properly noticed, but failed to appear.   
 
The professional appeared and addressed the Board.   
 
Following review and discussion by members, Mr. Charles moved, seconded by Ms. Bailey, to dismiss the complaint.  
The motion passed unanimously.  

 
J. 2023-0101, Brenda Parker, LAC-20448 
Ms. Zavala summarized the Board’s investigation.  
 
The complainant was properly noticed, but failed to appear.   
 
The professional appeared and addressed the Board.   
 
Following review and discussion by members, Mr. Charles moved, seconded by Ms. Bailey, to dismiss the complaint.  
The motion passed unanimously.  

 
K. 2023-0048, Vincent Ruzzo, LPC-18481 
Mr. Carver summarized the Board’s investigation.  

 
The complainant appeared and addressed the Board.  

 
The professional and his attorney, Sharon Flack, appeared telephonically and addressed the Board.   
 
Following discussion by members, Mr. Davis moved, seconded by Ms. Knape, to find the following violations: 
 

• A.R.S. § 32-3251(16)(k), engaging in any conduct or practice that is contrary to recognized standards of ethics 
in the behavioral health profession or that constitutes a danger to the health, welfare or safety of a client as it 
relates to the following section of the ACA Code of Ethics: 

o F.3.a. Extending Conventional Supervisory Relationships 
 
The motion carried with Ms. Kramer opposed. 

 
Following further discussion, Ms. Kramer moved, seconded by Mr. Charles to offer the professional an interim consent 
agreement not to practice, and stipulating that the professional complete a comprehensive psychological evaluation 
from a pre-approved licensed Psychologist to be reviewed by the Board prior to requesting license reinstatement or 
offer a consent agreement for the voluntary surrender of the professional’s license, and if not signed, to remand the 
matter to a formal hearing. The motion passed unanimously.    
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L. 2023-0092, Sarah Smidstra, LPC-18946 
Ms. Zavala summarized the Board’s investigation.  

 
The complainant was properly noticed, but failed to appear.  
 
The professional and her attorney, Amanda Kuklinski, appeared and addressed the Board.   

 
Following further discussion, Ms. Bailey moved, seconded by Ms. Coonrod, to consolidate complaint numbers 2023-
0092 and 2023-0099. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Following discussion by members, Ms. Bailey moved, seconded by Ms. Palacios, to find the following violation: 
 

• A.R.S. § 32-3251(16)(m), engaging or offering to engage as a licensee in activities that are not congruent with 
the licensee's professional education, training or experience 
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 The motion passed unanimously.  
 

Following discussion by members, Ms. Bailey moved, seconded by Ms. Coonrod, to find the following violation: 
 

• A.R.S. § 32-3251(16)(l), engaging in any conduct, practice or condition that impairs the ability of the licensee 
to safely and competently practice the licensee's profession 
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 The motion carried with Ms. Kramer and Mr. Trotter opposed.  
 

Following discussion by members, Ms. Bailey moved, seconded by Ms. Coonrod, to find the following violation: 
 

• A.R.S. § 32-3251(16)(ii), violating any federal or state law, rule or regulation applicable to the practice of 
behavioral health, as it relates to: 

o A.A.C. R4-6-210, Practice Limitations 
o A.A.C. R4-6-211, Direct Supervision: Supervised Work Experience 
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 The motion passed unanimously.  
 

Following further review, Ms. Bailey moved, seconded by Mr. Shen, to offer a consent agreement that stipulates the 
following: 
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• The professional shall be placed on probation for 24 months 
• The professional shall complete a pre-approved 3 semester credit hour graduate level course in behavioral health 

ethics 
• The professional shall complete 6 clock hours of pre-approved continuing education in media use 
• The professional shall receive clinical supervision twice monthly from a pre-approved independently licensed 

behavioral health professional for 12 months. The frequency for the remaining time will be at the 
recommendation of the clinical supervisor  

• Early release available after 12 months at the recommendation of the clinical supervisor 
• Clinical supervision shall focus on boundaries, behavioral health ethics, documentation, media, and Board 

statutes and rules 
 

and if not signed, to invite the professional to participate in a formal interview and, if not accepted to remand the matter 
to a formal hearing. The motion passed unanimously. 
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M. 2023-0099, Sarah Smidstra, LPC-18946 
Ms. Zavala summarized the Board’s investigation.  
 
The complainant appeared telephonically and addressed the Board.  
 
The professional appeared and addressed the Board.   
 
Following further discussion, Ms. Bailey moved, seconded by Ms. Coonrod, to consolidate complaint numbers 2023-
0092 and 2023-0099.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
N. 2022-0157, Ellen Vimmerstedt, LPC-1266 
Ms. Zavala summarized the Board’s investigation.  

 
The complainant appeared and addressed the Board.  

 
The professional and her attorney, Jeffrey Hunter, appeared and addressed the Board.   

 
Ms. Bailey moved, seconded by Ms. Kramer to go into executive session pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(3) to 
obtain legal advice. The motion passed unanimously and the Board went into executive session at 9:35 am, 
reconvening its public meeting at 9:57 am. Mr. Shen abstained.  
 
Following discussion by members, Ms. Knape moved, seconded by Ms. Bailey, to dismiss the complaint. The motion 
passed unanimously. Mr. Shen abstained.  

 
The Board took a break at 3:00 p.m., reconvening its public meeting at 3:17 p.m. 

 
8. Assistant Attorney General’s Report:  Mona Baskin, A.A.G. 
 N/A 

 
9. Applications for licensure and educational programs: review, consideration and action 

A. Review, consideration, and possible action regarding applications for licensure 
 

Counseling  
Ms. Palacios moved, seconded by Ms. Bailey, to deny 3 applications based on a failure to pass the required examination, 
2 applications based on a failure to take the required examination, and 4 applications based on a failure to meet the 
minimum requirements. The motion passed unanimously. 
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Social Work  
Mr. Davis moved, seconded by Ms. Palacios, to deny 4 applications based on a failure to pass the required examination 
and 2 applications based on a failure to take the required examination. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Substance Abuse Counseling 
Ms. Meek moved, seconded by Ms. Knape, to deny 1 application based on a failure to meet the minimum requirements. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
B. Review, consideration, and possible action regarding applications for educational programs 
N/A 
 

10. Report from Chair  
A. Summary of current events 

    No report. 
  
11. Report from the Treasurer 

A. Review, consideration, and possible action regarding November financial report 
Following review and discussion by members, Ms. Bailey moved, seconded by Mr. Davis, to accept the November 
financial report as presented. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
B. Review, consideration, and possible action regarding December financial report 
Following review and discussion by members, Ms. Bailey moved, seconded by Mr. Davis, to accept the December 
financial report as presented. The motion passed unanimously. 

  
12. Report from the Executive Director and/or staff 

A. Review, consideration, discussion and possible action regarding Arizona Ombudsman’s request for consultation 
with the Board’s legal counsel regarding interpretation of A.R.S. § 32-3214(B) 

Ms. Bailey moved, seconded by Mr. Trotter to go into executive session pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(3) to obtain 
legal advice. The motion passed unanimously and the Board went into executive session at 3:32 pm, reconvening its 
public meeting at 3:49 pm. Ms. Kramer abstained.  
 
Following discussion by members, Ms. Dobratz moved, seconded by Mr. Trotter, to grant a limited waiver of attorney-
client privilege to permit A.A.G. Mona Baskin and A.A.G. Mark Harris to speak with the Arizona Ombudsman’s Office 
regarding interpretation of A.R.S. § 32-3214(B). The motion passed unanimously. Ms. Kramer abstained.  
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B. Review, consideration, discussion and possible action regarding adopting final draft of proposed rulemaking 
Ms. Zavala presented the feedback received from the public regarding the proposed rulemaking.  

 
Following review and discussion by members, Ms. Kramer moved, seconded by Mr. Trotter, to approve the final draft 
of proposed rulemaking, with modifications requested by members. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
C. Review, consideration, discussion and possible action regarding developing an ethics subcommittee 
Tabled. 
 
D. Review, consideration, discussion and possible action regarding the Impaired Professional Program 
Tabled. 
 
E. Discussion regarding May Board date changing from May 12th to May 5th 
Ms. Zavala shared that the May 12, 2023 Board meeting will be rescheduled to May 5, 2023. 
 
F. Discussion regarding Supervised Private Practice 
Ms. Zavala shared that there has been discussion within the community regarding the proposed rules related to 
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supervised private practice (SPP).  
 
Halina Brooke, on behalf of the Arizona Coalition for Sensible Therapy Practices, appeared and addressed the Board 
with the request to strike the proposed 1:10 SPP clinical supervision ratio and the limitation of more than one approved 
clinical supervisor per SPP. 
 
Kathy Anderson appeared and addressed the Board requesting a platform to bridge the relationship with the Board and 
associate licensees.  
 
Federico Poloni appeared and addressed the Board speaking to the benefits of SPP and that the proposed rules do not 
solve any issue at hand.  
 
G. Discussion regarding cultural humility training 
Ms. Zavala shared that cultural humility training has been scheduled for staff on February 3, 3023 and members on 
February 17, 2023.  
 
H. Discussion regarding Gary Tupper’s filing of appeal to Superior Court 
Ms. Zavala provided an update that Gary Tupper filed an appeal to Superior Court.  

 
13. Request for extension of inactive status: review, consideration and action 

N/A 
 

14.  Future agenda items 
 None. 
 
15.  Call for public comment 

Halina Brooke appeared and addressed the Board regarding the proposed rules related to supervised private practice 
and the need for a space for associate level licensees to coalesce. 
 
Kathy Anderson appeared and addressed the Board regarding the proposed rules related to supervised private practice 
and the divide it is creating between associate and independent level licensees in the community. 
 

16.  Establishment of future meeting date(s) 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Friday, February 17, 2023, at 8:00 a.m., at 1740 W. Adams St., Board 
Room C. 

 
17.  Adjournment 
 Mr. Charles moved, seconded by Ms. Knape, to adjourn. The motion passed unanimously and the meeting was 

adjourned at 5:40 p.m.  
 
 
 

   
Kimberly Bailey 

Secretary/Treasurer 
 Date 

 

Kimberly Bailey (Mar 22, 2023 09:29 PDT) Mar 22, 2023


